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Ii. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Project Title: Steelhead and Chinook Salmon Fish Passage Barrier Remediation oil the
Guadalupe River

Applicant Name: Natural Heritage Institute

Project Description and Primary Binlogical/Eeologieal Objectives

Fisheries scientists working as part of the Fisheries and Aquatic Habitat Collaborative
Effort (FAHCE) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), consisting of the Natural
Heritage Institute, Santa Clara Valley Water District. California Department of Fish and
Game, National Marine Fisheries Service, United States Fish and WiIdlife Service,
Guadalupe-Coyote Resource Conservation District, and City of San Jose, have compiled
existing information on factors adversely impacting the availability and suitabiIity of
habitat for both salmon and steelhead within Guadalupe River    Based on this
information, the TAC has recommended remediation of fish passage barriers on
Guadalupe River at the HilIsdale Avenue Weir and San Jose Water Company’s low flow
crossing. These two structures have been identified as impediments to the upstream
migration of sahnon arid steelhead, restricting access to suitable spawning and
juvenile-rearing areas located fi~rther upstream within the Guadalupe River and its
tributaries. The proposed fish passage facilities directly address one of the nine specific
topics identified for CALFED funding (fish passage improvements) and two of the
identified CALFED target species (steelhead and fall-run chinook salmon).

Approach/Tasks/Schedule

The proposed scope of work for this project will be completed in four phases:
Phase I-Project Plarming, Phase lI-Project Permitting, Phase Ill Construction. and
Phase IV-Project Monitoring. A detailed work breakdown including major tasks, costs.
and schedule is included in Section V.

Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED

This project is expected to result in improvements in fish passage and increased access to
spawning and rearing habita~ that is consistent with the goals and objectives of the
CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan (ERPP). Construction of fish passage
facilities in this proposal complement Ihe more comprehensive fisheries investigations and
cftbrts currently underway as part of the FA[ICE to improve overall habitat conditions for
salmon and steelhead within Guadalupe River, Coyote, and Stevens Creeks.

Budget Costs and Third Party Impacts

The total budget for this project is estimated at $317,1~0, We are requesting funding
assistance for Phase Ill-Construction which is eslimated at $178,200. A detailed
breakdown is provided in Section V.
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Applicant Qualifications

The lead applicant for this project is NHI. Other applicants working in collaboration on
this project include GCRCD, District, Department, NMFS, USFWS, and City of San
Jose

Together these agencies have experience in land and water resource conservation; water
management: design and operation of water projects; design, monitoring, evaluation, and
construction of fish passage facilities; monitoring of biological resources and habitat
conditions; protection of existing fisheries resources; aad evaluation of projects to
improve fish and wildlife resources and avoid impacts to steclhead and salmon~ For a
complete description of individual applicant qualifications, see Section VI.

Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Monitoring and evaluation of the fish passage facilities will include: (1) verification and
documentation of as-built passage facilities; (2) field measurements of channel width,
water depth, and water velocity over a range of three flow conditions; (3) comparison of
actual field hydraulic measurements with fish passage facility design criteria;
(4) monitoring of sediment deposition, bank erosion, and channel stability;
(5) monitoring of debris accumulation, and required maintenance; and (6)biological
observations of adult salmon and steelhead upstream migralion.

A technical report will be prepared within one year of completing construction of the fish
passage facilities The technical report will evaluate performance of the fish passage
facilities based on a comparison of actua! hydraulic measurements and original design
criteria for the fish passage facilities.

Local Support/Coordination with Other Programs/Compatibility with CALFED
Objectives

The Steelhead and Chinook Salmon Fish Passage Barrier Remediation project represents
an outcome of the FAHCE. In addition Io the extensive collaboration from local water
agencies, municipalities, resource conservalion districts, environmental groups, and state
and federal resource agencies which FAHCE represents-there is aIso support and
coordination with other local efforts.

FAHCE has maintained ongoing coordination with the Guadalupe Collaborative (a
collaborative effort to resolve Guadalupe River flood control issues) and the Regional
Water Quality Control Board’s Watershed Management Initiative This project has
support by Iocal environmental groups (Attachments la and lb).

This project is consistent with the goals and objectives of the "Summary of" Visions for
Ecosystem Elements" in CALFED’s ERPP, Volume 1 (Attachment 2).
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Title of Project
Steelhead and Chinook Salmon Fish Passage Barrier Remediation on the Guadalupe

River

Name of Applicant/Principle Investigator(s)
NaturaI Heritage Institute
114 Sansome Street, Suite 1200
San Francisco, CA 94104
Phone: (4!5) 288-0550
Fax: (415) 288-0555
E-mail: nhi@n-h-i,org

Type of Organization and Tax Status
The Natural Heritage Institute is a noo-profit California Corporation exempt from

federal income mx under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Cede.

Tax Identification Number and/or Contractor License, as applicable
Natural Heritage Institu~e’s tax identification number is 94-3099600

Participants/Collaborators in Implementation
Natural Heritage Institute
Santa Clara Valley Water District
California Depar~mea~ of Fish and Game
National Marine Fisheries Service
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
City of San Jose
Guadalupe-Coyole Resource Conservation District

I --00831 1
1-00831



IV. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Description and Approach

The Natural Heritage Institute (NI[I), Santa Clara Valley Water District (District).
California Department of Fish and Game (Department), National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Guadalupe Coyote
Resource Conservation District (GCRCD), and City of San Jose have entered into a
Fisheries and Aquatic Habitat Collaborative Effort (FAHCE) to identify and address
factors impacting steelhead and fall run chinook salmon populations, and their habitat,
within the Guadalupe River, Coyote Creek, and Stevens Creek watersheds. Guadalupe
River, Coyote Creek. and S~evens Creek flow into South San Francisco Bay (see Maps 1
and 2). These rivers and creeks provide spawning and juvenile-rearing habitat for
Bay-Delta populations of both steelhead and fall-run chinook salmon.

Fisheries scientists working as part of the FAHCE Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
have completed a study plan entitled "Investigations to Determine Fish-Habitat
Management Alternatives for the Guadalup¢ River and Coyote and Stevens Creeks, Santa
Clara County,’which includes compilation of existing information on factors adversely
impacting the availability and suitability of habitat for both salmon and steelhead. Based
on this information, the TAC has recommended remediation of fish passage barriers on
the Guadalupe River at the Hillsdale Avenue Weir and at the San Jose Water Company’s
low-flow crossing. Ix~cations of these passage barrier sites are shown in Map 3 and
pictures are shown in Figures I and 2 respectively. These two existing structures have
been identified as impediments to the upstream migration of salmon and steelhead.
restricting access to suitable spawning and juvenile rearing areas located further
upstream within the Guadalupe River and its tributaries. The proposed fish passage
thcilifies directly address one of the nine specific topics identified for CALFED funding
(fish passage improvements) and two of the identified CALFED target species (steelhead
and fall-run chinook salmon).

The structure of the proposed project includes participation by all parties involved in
FAHCE, which is a multi-disciplinary stakeholder~triven process, for identifying and
implementing projects designed to improve the availability and quality of fisheries habitat
within tluee Santa Clara County watersheds incIuding the Guadalupe River. The
organization and general responsibilities of the project participants are shown in
Attachment 3.

Proposed Scope of Work

The proposed scope of work for the steelhead and fall-run cfiinook salmon fish passage
remediation project will be completed in the following four phases: Phase l-Project
Planning, Phase H-Project Permitting, Phase III-Construction, and Phase IV-Project
Monitoring. A detailed work breakdown including major tasks, costs, and schedule is
included in Section V.
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Project Planning, Permitting, and Environmental Documentation

Preliminary planning for this project is underway. State and federal resource agencies
participating in the FAHCE process have provided a preliminary review of the proposed
fish passage project. The District will serve as lead agency for envirormaental
documentation and permitting. Preparation of environmental documents and permit
applications for the project has been initiated. State and federal resource agencies
particitSating in the FAHCE process have committed technical support to expedite
preparation and review of e~vironmcntal documentation and permit applications. No
significant obstacles or delays in completing environmental documentation and permitting
for the proposed fish passage facilities have been identified by the state and federal
resource agencies participating in the FAHCE process.

Proposed Construction

The District has acquired lands adjacent to the existing barriers or obtained permission
for access from other landowners for construction of the facilities. An engineering
analysis has been performed~ fur bnth of the proposed sites to evaluate channel hydrology
and capacity, channel stability and project design features to avoid channel erosion or
sediment deposition, requirements to remove existing materials, construction techniques,
and the design of fish passage facilities compatible with the existing channel
configuration and facilities. Results of the engineering analysis have shown that efficient
fish passage facilities can be constructed at these two sites facilitating the upstream and
downstream movement of salmon and steelhead, while also meeting requirements for
flood control, channel stability, and provisions for access during fish passage facility
construction and subsequent maintenance (e.g., periodic debris removal). The
engineering analysis also showed that censtructinn of the fish passage facilities could be
accomplished with minimal impact or disruption to areas surrounding the two identified
barrier sites, and short-term construction-related impacts on local water quality
conditions (e.g, turbidity and suspended sedime~lts) within the Guadalupe River.
Construction activity would bc schcdulcd to occur during low-flow summer or early fall
periods to minimize and avoid potential impacts on existing habitat and aquatic resources
within Guadalupe River. The proposed construction ef fish passage facilities at the
Hillsdale Avenue Weir and the San Jose Water Company’s low flow crossing is briefly
outlined below.

Hillsdale Avenue Weir

The fish passage barrier at this site consists of a v-shaped concrete weir across the width
of the channel, located immediately downstream of Hillsdale Avenue Bridge (Figure 3).
A concrete apron which varies from 3 to 10 feet in length is located on the downstream
side of the weir (Figure 4). The low point of the weir is about 1 foot above the concrete
apron and about 5 feet from the concrete apron to the channel bottom downstream.
Concrete rubble is apparent in the channel bottom downstream of the weir due to past
attempts to protect the stream bank from erosion.
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Fish passage conditions would be improved by removing the concrete apron. A series of
rock vortex weirs would be installed to create and maintain a low-flow channel and
resting pools. The advantages of using a rock weir are that it creates a downstream
plunge pool for energy dissipation and aquatic habitat. It acts as a grade control
structure without upstream lateral migration, bank erosion, or aggradation. R also
maintains a low width-to-depth ratio channel which will reduce the likelihood of bar
deposition and maintain the sediment transport capacity of the stream. The weir is well
suited for both migrating adult and juvenile salmonids as well as other native fish. A
plunge pool created downstream of the weir will prevent injury to downstream migrating
fish. It is anticipated that the weir would not require maintenance except for occasional
removal of debris such as tree branches.

San Jose Water Company’s Low-Flow Crossing

The low-flow crossing is located downstream of the Ross Creek confluence (Map 3).
The crossing has been used by San Jo~ Water Company staff to cross the creek from
Almaden Expressway to service their wells and facilities on the east bank. Access is
now available from Wellington Square. The low-flow crossing has since been abandoned
and vehicle access blocked. The District has recently acquired the land on the east side
of the river that provides construction access to the barrier location.

The I5-foot-wide asphalt concrete crossing spans the width of the channel. The material
used to support the crossing is likely to be rock riprap but this will be verified during
construction. The top of the crossing is apprnximately 6 feet above the downstream
channel bottom and is lined with asphalt concrete. Concrete rubble is apparent in the
channel bottom downsn-eam of the weir due to past attempts to protect the stream bank
from erosion (Figure 5).

Fish passage conditions would be improved by removing the crossing. The channel
bottom would then be improved through removal of the concrete rubble and placement of
gravel to create a functienal substrate. This would return the stream channel to a more
natural condition, and allow fish passage under all flow conditions.

Monitoring and Performance Evaluation

As part of the FAHCE fisheries investigations, biological and hydrologic monitoring is
being performed within the Guadalupe River watershed which will provide the required
data to evaluate performance of the fish passage facilities. Information regarding the
scope of the overall fisheries monitoring and investigations is included in the
"Investigations to Determine Fish-Habitat Management Alternatives for the Guadalupe
River and Coyote and Stevens Creeks, Santa Clam County."

Specific performance monitoring designed to evaluate the fish passage facilities is
discussed under Monitoring and Data Evaluation.
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Location and/or Geographic Boundaries of the Project

The proposed fish passage project is located on the Guadalupe River, Santa Clara
County, (Maps I and 2) and is within the San Francisco Bay Region of the CALFED
geographic area. Guadalupe River discharges directly into South San Francisco Bay
adjacem to the city of San Jose.

Expected Benefits

The proposed fish passage facilities will provide multiple benefits to both fall-run
chinook salmon and steelhead including reduced delays in upstream migration, improved
access to upstream spawning and juvenile-rearing areas, reduced physiological stress and
the potential for abrasion and damage to upstream migrating fish, reduced potential for
mortality associated with poaching activity, and improved conditions for downstream
migrating juvenile salmon and steelhead. Improvements in fish passage and increased
access to spawning and rearing habitat are consis:ent with the goals and objectives of the
CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan (ERPP). Specific objectives of
CALFED’s ERPP tbr fhll-run chinook salmon and steelhead is identified in the
"Summary of Visions for Ecosystem Elements" in CALFED’s Ecosystem Restoration
Program Plan, Volume 1. Increased reproductive success~ improved access to suitable
spawning and rearing habitat, and reductions in adult and juvenile mortality associated
with fish passage will contribute to increased production and abundance of native salmon
and steelhead, and will contribute directly to the California and Anadromous Fish
Restoration Program goals of increasing or doubling salmonid abundance. Construction
of the fish passage facilities will immediately increase ~he availability arid access of adult
fall run chinook salmon and steelbead to approximately 2tA miles of habitat within
Guadalupe River. The fish passage facilities will provide improved access to available
habitat over a substantially wider range of seasonal flow conditions, including acceptable
passage conditions at lower flows than currently exist. Fish passage facilities at the
Hillsdale Avenue Weir and San Jose Water Company’s low-flow crossing, in
combination with fish passage facilities at the Blossom Hill drop structure and Masson
Darn (which are scheduled to be completed during late summer 1999) will provide
increased access for salmon and steelhead to approximately 19 miles of upstream habitat.

Although the affected reaches ef Guadalupe River where increased access would be
provided have not been designated as critical habitat for either salmon or steelhead by
NMFS, these habitat areas do provide important spawning and rearing habitat for both
species. The availability of suitable habitat for salmon and steelhead is extremely limited
within those creeks and rivers tributary to South San Francisco Bay. Providing fish
passage facilities and improved access to upstream habitat within the Guadalupe River is
consistent with’the overall goaIs and objectives of steelhead recovery, and the type of
habitat plans and actions designed to avoid the need for listing of fall-run chinook salmon
under the Federal Endangered Species Act.

Construction of fish passage facilities will provide long-term biological benefits on
Guadalupe River, which will be complemented through additional long-term management
actions currently being evaluated as part of the FAHCE process. The proposed fish

I --00831 5
1-0083



passage facilities may subsequently be modified, if necessary, as part of the Guadalupe
River Flood Control Project, however, the timing and features of this project remain
uncertain. Fish passage facilities will therefore provide important short-term benefits to
both salmon and steelhead populations on Guadalupe River, and will provide long-term
benefits in the event further modifications to these facilities are not required as part of
the flood control project.

Improvements to fish passage at existing impediments are consistent with the
high-priority ranking given to fish passage Ihcilities as part of the CALFED Bay-Delta
Program, and will directly benefit steelhead, which have been identified as a Priority 1
species in addition to their status as a threatened species under the Federal Endangered
Species Act, and fall-run chinook salmon which have been proposed for listing by
NMFS. The proposed project is consistent with both CALFED priorities and objectives
and with actions designed to promote recovery" and protection fnr both salmon and
steelhead populations.

Background and Ecological!BiologicallTechnical Justification

The District, Department, USFWS, and other investigators have collected baseline
information on the status of fisheries populations within the Guadalupe River watershed
and performed preliminary analyses to identify factors limiting these populations and
their habitat. Among the factors identified as having an obvious impact on fall-run
chinook salmon and steelhead are the existence of various fish passage impediments.
Impacts of fish passage barriers within the GuadaIupe River have also been recognized
by other interested parties including NHI, GCRCD, USFWS, and NMFS. In a letter
dated February 8, 1995, the Department requested the assistance of the District in a
cooperative effnrt to improve fish passage at identified barrier locations on the
Guadalupe River. In response to this request, the District prepared an engineer’s report
titled, "Guadalupe River Interim Fish Barrier Remediation Project (Almaden Expressway
to Branham Lane)," The engineers report evalualed existing conditions at three
identified barrier locations including Stream Gauge 23B, Hillsdale Avenue Weir, and San
Jose Water Company’s low How crossing (Map 3). The engineers repnr~ concluded that
fish passage facilities could, be constructed at each of these locations to provide improved
access for migrating salmon and steelhead to upstream spawning and juvenile-rearing
habitat, while also meeting requirements for flood control and channel stability. Based
upon the results of this engineering report, the District constructed fish passage facilities
at Stream Gauge 23B. The recommended engineering design for fish passage facilities at
the Hillsdale Avenue Weir and San Jose Water Company’s low-flow crossing are the
subject of this request for CALFED Bay-Deha Program funding. The Hillsdale Avenue
Weir and San Jose Water Company’s low-flow crossing represent the two most
downstream impediments to salmon and steelhead migration on Guadalupe River.

Construction of fish passage facilities as pare of this proposal complement the more
comprehensive fisheries investigations and efforts currently underway as part of the
FAHCE process to improve overall habitat cnnditions for salmon and steelhead within
Guadalupe River, Co~,’ote Creek, and Stevens Creek. Through these comprehensive
investigations, issues such as spawning gravel quality, sediment deposition, riparian
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vegetation, seasonal patterns in water temperature, and variation in instream flows are all
being addressed within the Guadalupe River watershed. Mamagement actions identified
through the FAHCE process will further enhance conditions for salmon and steelhead,
with fish passage facilities being an integral component of providing access to upstream
migrating adults to those areas within the watershed, providing the best available habitat
conditions for spawning and juvenile rearing.

Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Monitoring and evaluatior~ of the fish passage facilities will include: (1) verification and
documentation of as-built passage facilities; (2) field measurements of channel width.
water depth, and water velocity over a range of three flow conditions to document
hydraulic performance of the passage facilities; (3) comparison of actual field hydraulic
measurements with fish passage facility design criteria established for both facilities;
(4) monitoring of sediment deposition, bank erosion, and channel stability immediately
up and downstream of the fish passage facilities documenting channel changes once per
year over a tlu’ee-year period; (5) monitoring of debris accumulation (e.g., logs and tree
limbs, etc.), and required maintenance to remove accumulated debris once per year (late
September-early October) prior to the adult upstream migration period for fall-run
chinook salmon and steelhead; and (6) biological observations of adult salmon and
steelhead upstream migration, to the extent possible given flows and turbidity,
documenting any evidence of potentiaI delays or impediments to upstream migration.

A technical report will be prepared within one year of completing construction of the fish
passage facilities. The technicaI report will evaluate performance of the fish passage
facilities based on a comparison of actual hydraulic measurements and original design
criteria for the fish passage facilities.

Implementability

No significant obstacles to construction of the facilities have been identified. No
significant adverse environmental impacts have been identified through preliminary
assessments of the proposed project. The Department, NMFS, and USFWS have
conmdtted staff resources to support development of environmental documentation and to
expedite permitting. No significant obstacle to expedited implementation of the fish
passage facilities has been identified or is anticipated.

stdypln3 10
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V. COSTS AND SCHEDULE TO IMPLEMENT PROPOSED PROJECT

Budget Cosls

Direct

Prc~ject Pha.~es Project Task Direcl Labor S~lary Service Material & Misc. &
& Benefits Acquisition Other Direct TotalHours (including Contracts Con[facts Co~ts
Overhead)



Schedule Milestones

A detailed schedule to perform this project is included as Attaclunent 4, This schedule
assumes an expedited permitting process to allow construction to occur in fall 1998.
Should all required permits not be obtained by late summer-early fall 1998, construction
will be performed in 1999.

Third Party Impacts

No third party impacts ate anticipated from the proposed project. The project has been
designed to be compatible with flood control requirements. There are no constraints to
access to the sites for constraction, maintenance, or performance monitoring. The fish
passage facilities have been designed to maintain site stability and avoid cha~mel erosion.

There are no identified conflicts with other CALFED objectives. The project will have
no adverse effects on water quality or water supply availability, No permanent adverse
impacts have been identified for terrestrial habitats or wildlife.
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IV. APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

Natural Heritage Institute

NHI is a non profit conservation organization comprised of lawyers, resource scientists,
and economists dedicated to improving the laws and institutions that manage natural
resources in the United States and abroad. NHI has extensive experience in
conservation, restoration, and management of aquatic resources and fisheries throughout
the Western United States. Drawing upon the expertise of its core staff, its trustees, and
experts from academic and research institutions, law firms, consulting firms, and other
non profit organizations, NHI has worked or is working to restore damaged anadromuns
fish habitat in several watersheds in California, including Trinity River, Pit River,
Feather River, Mokelumne River. San Joaquin River, Kings River, Kern River, and
Santa Ann River. NHI has also served in an advisory capacity to the Department of the
Interior and to the US. Environmental Protection Agency in the protection of Western
aquatic resources.

Since 1994, NHI has worked with the GCRCD, Trout Unlimited, and the Pacific Coast
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations to promote the restoration of salmon and
steelhead habitat in the Guadalupe River, Coyote Creek, and Stevens Creek. Assisted by
Dr. Stacy Li, one of California’s pro eminent fish biologists, NHI and its partners have
been active in collecting temperature and other instream data in the Guadalupe system, as
well as in promoting measures to accelerate the recovery of anadromous fish and other
aquatic species throughout the watershed.

Guadalupe-Coyote Resource Conservation District

GCRCD is a public agency constituted pursuant to the Public Resources Code
Sections 9151 et seq. GCRCD undertakes investigations, makes recoromendations, and
takes other actions to conserve Land and water resources within and adjacem to its
boundaries, which include the upper reaches of the Guadalupe River, Coyote Creek, and
Stevens Creek and their tributaries. GCRCD has since its inception worked to protect
and restore the public trust values of these streams, and its directors and consultants
routinely sponsor or otherwise participate in administrative processes relating to the
management of their fisheries.

Santa Clara Valley Water District

The District is the wholesale water supplier and Hood/stream management agency for
Santa Clara County. In the Guadalupe River watershed, the District maintains and
operates water storage and recharge facilities, and is responsible for flood management
facilities. The District has extensive in-house expertise in the evaluation and design of
wamr projects, including the design and construction of fish passage facilitins on the
Guadalupe River. The District also has extensive expertise and all necessary equipment
to constt~ct fish passage facilities identified in this proposal. The District also maintains
an extensive hydrologic flow monitoring network, water quality monitoring program,
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and fisheries monitoring program within the watershed. Fisheries biologists working for
the District have been instrumental in conducting field monitoring and data collection
activities, providing input to the identification of fish passage facility improvements, and
will be responsible for performance mnnitoring at the fish passage facilities. District
staff also has extensive experience and expertise in the preparation of environmental
documentation and permit applications for water projects and improvements within Santa
Clara County.

California Department of Fish and Game

The Department has been invoived in monitoring biological resources and habitat
conditions within Santa Clara County, and specifically within the Guadalupe River, over
a number of years. The Department has been extensively involved in iden:ifying actions
designed to improve and enhance habitat availability and quality, and to protect existing
fisheries resources. The Department also has expertise and experience in the design,
monitoring, and evaluation of fish passage facilities such as those being proposed as part
of this project.

National Marine Fisheries Service

NMFS has designated steelhead as a protected species under the Federal Endangered
Species AcL and has extensive experience and expertise in evaluating proposed projects.
contributing to efforts designed to avoid adverse impacts on steelhead and salmon,
improve habitat conditions, and promote recovery of these anadromous fish species.
NMFS scientists have knowledge of the Guadalupe River watershed and the identification
of management actions designed to ordnance and improve habitat availability and quality.
NMFS has in house engineering expertise in the design of fish passage facilities and
subsequent monitoring and evaluation of their performance.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service

USFWS scientists have been actively involved in studies and investigations of wildlife
species inhabiting the upper Guadalupe River watershed (e.g., red legged frogs) and their
habitat, and have participated in studies wkhin the watershed designed to improve the
habitat conditions for both fish and wildlife resources. USFWS staff have been actively
involved with the Guadalupe River Flood Control Project and with a variety of other
planning and project activities within the area

City of San Jose

City of San Jose is responsible fnr operating the municipal wastewater system and
associated biological and water quality monitoring within Santa Clara County, including
South San Francisco Bay. The City of San Jose is currently evaluating the potential for
streamflow augmentation within the lower Guadalupe River and other potential
cooperative projects designed to improve and enhance habitat conditions for aquatic
resources within the area.

stayp~n3 14
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Although each of the project participants have expertise and experience in dealing with
various aspects of fisheries and aquatic habitat issues, water quality, engineering,
hydrology, and other related issues, a significant strength of the project is that all of
these entities are working cooperatively as part of the ongoing collaborative effort to
address fisheries issues within the Gaadalupe River. The existing FAHCE process
provides a unique ~bmm tbr the in~er-disciplinary identification and of projects and
activities designed to bene:[it aquatic resources and their habitat. The cnoperative effort
provides significant synergy among the participants and adds substantially to the overall
qualificalions, depth of expertise and experience, scientific objectivity and credibility,
and acceptance of projects proposed for implementation through this process. The
cooperative and collaborative effort which is already established and operating as part of
the FAHCE process is entirely consistent with the multi-disciplinary approach and broad
stakeholder involvement in resolving fisheries and aquatic habitat problems which has
been endorsed by the CAI~FED Bay Delta Program.
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VII. COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARD TERMS AND coNDITIONS

A completed Form D1 2010 is included with this proposal. The applicant, Natural
Heritage Institute, has reviewed the additiona! forms in Attactm~ent E of the PSP, and
has determined that it will be able to cnmply with all terms and. conditions contained
therein Completed forms will be submitted, as appropriate, prior to receipt of any grant
funds from the CALFED Bay-l)ella Program.
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]une 30,

To: Interested Parties
Re: Funding for Guadalupe River Fish Barrier Removal

On behalf of the Sar~ta Clara Valley Audubon So~e~y and o~ nearl~
membem i~ the Sou~ Bay, I w~t to urge your co~iderafi~ of ~ pm~ for
Catego~ ~I f~d~g. The ~h~ies ~u~ o~ ~e Guadalupe ~ver have capped
&e a~n~on of a great m~y ~ple ~ our region, ~d ~ members
or~atio~ have foBowed the~ conce~ clo~ly for several yearn now.

~ adv~a~e for our cha~r ~or ~e hst five years, I have work~ on
and habitat issu~ on ~e Gu~dalupe ~ver ~ clo~ coordMaH~
C~a Va~ey W~t~ ~ict (~e D~t~) ~d o~ enviro~entM org~ifio~.
he,eve this p~oje~ n~ only r~resen~ ~ impo~ant ~l~ne Mr &e ~, but
additionally rep~sen~ ~ ~ce~t oppo~ for CalFed to ~ow ~e
this ~ion ~t ~ey are co~ed to ~e l~ger Bay Del~ ecosystem.

For ~e D~, ~is proi~t ~fests a ~que cooperative effo~ wi~
~v~o~enmlis~ and ~ato~ ag~des. ~e m~ei of group di~ssion
de~io~g w~ bro~t ~ pro~ to ~e Dis~ct Board ~r approval
~ to C~Fe~ for f~d~g should be ~t~. 1[ ~is a~phere con~ues ~ough
~e fund~g and pe~g p~, w~ it aho~fl, it ~ b~g bo~ q~ck,
positive r~ults for ~e GuadMupe ~d a good e~mple ~r other Ca~ e~r~.

~ 1 ~d othe~ ~m our re#on ~ve argued ~ public hear~
p~vious comment le~ers to Ca~ed, ~ Sou~ Bay ~ght m be co~idered
Mte~M pa~ ot ~e Bay ~im sys~m and de~g of ~ater a~fi~ by C~ed.
The re~t an~dramous fi~effes we s~l have are just one of ~e li~ be~een
our re,on ~d ~e D~M proper.

F~lly, I b~lieve &e ~dirtg of ~s p~ject wo~d b~g impo~t
r~o~on to Ca~ed. ~e m~on on ~e Guadalu~ ~ver have ~v~
extemlve media coverage ~d public ~co~fion l~Hy. ~ Ca~ w~e
work, ~e p~ple of ~ ~u~ Bay wo~ mo~ ¢)e~ly ~ ~e come,on b~n
our l~al affor~ ~ the wider health of ~e ~os~tem. ~ ~ddifion, ~ would
l~ly become mo~ ~tere~ ~ Ca~’a o~er Froj~ and ~g.
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Organization of the proposed FA|]CE project team.

CALFED Bay-Della Program

Effort (FAHCE)
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Ecosystem Element Vision Summary

The vision for white a~d green sturgeon is to ~tore population distribution
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SAK~ c£ARA cOU~LP/

STREAMS FOR TOMORROW
Post office Box1409
S~n M¢~n’~, Col~forni~ 95046

~e 25~ 199~

I~4 ~ 5~ ~e 12oo

Dear 5~. Wolfe:

Tha~ yc~ for the Opportunity to revi~ your application for CA~v~D
funding of your proposed "Steelhead and Chinook Salmmn Fish Passage Rattier
Remo~iation on ~dalupe River".

~,~c f~lly support your propo~] fish passage improvement project and
a~mplication for CALFED f~u~ding. We urge ~ to approve this priority
funding request.

Fish passage ~sprove~nt is specifically identifi~ as a priority
objective for ~ funding. The steelhe~d trout and chincok sal~n that
will directly benefit frc~ your project ~re target species for CALF~
restoration efforts. Fish passage improvement, with resulting increased
fish access to spa%aEing and rearing habitats, is fully supportive of the
goals and objectives of the CALFED Eo0system Restoration Program Plan and
the principles for recovery of steelhead trout - federally liste~ ~s a
threatened species.

~;e f~rther suppor~ your a~lication because ~.~ strongly advocate CAIrneD
funding for ecosystem restoration in the South Pay watersheds. Sout~l ~ay
is an integral ce~oonent of the San Francisco ~ay-Delta F~tuary anal, there-
fore, must receiv~ equitable consideration for restoratien efforts and the
CALFED ruffling necessary to accomplish these efforts.

~ay-Delta ecosysh~ restoration is fundamental to the eventual success
of OALFED; h~ever, it will be accc~olished only if effort and fun~ng are
directed to all c~ponents of ~he ecosystem, a~d that includes the South
Hey tributaries such as the Guadalupe River.

~¢e urge CALFED be approve this f~nding z~quest.

Sincerely,

~Cline~ r~hair I~ith R. Anderson
Executive Cc~mittee Environmental Advocate

c~: ~. Melanie Tucker, SCVWD
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~ all, this proi~ct makes sense ~o]ogically, fiscally, a~d ~ reKards to the long-
term relationships C~lFed needs to build. This small invesmaent in the r~ourees of
the ~outh Bay vco~dd certainly reap substantial d~vJdends in the future.

I would be happy to discu~ this p~oi~ct more. ] can be renched at (408) 252-
0748.

5kqcerely,

Craig K. Breon
Ertviron~nental Advocate
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